
KEY VERBS USED IN TEST QUESTIONS 
 

 
COMPARE state similarities and differences 
CONTRAST state differences only 
DEFINE state the meaning of a word or term 
DESCRIBE give characteristics or details 
EXPLAIN state the meaning of; give reasons for 
PROVE point out, locate 
STATE give evidence to show that something is 

true 
SUMMARIZE briefly give the main points 
LIST outline in sequence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


